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THE BASICS




• What is sexual orientation?

• A term used to describe our patterns 
of emotional, romantic, and sexual 
attraction – and our sense of 
personal and social identity based 
on those attractions. 

Expand your 
Understanding
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• A person’s sexual orientation does not always fit into 

one of two boxes.  There are no boxes – it is a 
spectrum. 

• Sexual orientation exists along a continuum, with 
exclusive attraction to the opposite sex on one end of 
the continuum and exclusive attraction to the same 
sex on the other end of the continuum. 

• There are many factors that contribute to a  person’s 
sexual orientation: genes, brain structure, hormones, 
other biological factors, and environment. 

Understanding Sexual 
Orientation
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• A person’s sex and gender identity do not 

always fit into one of two boxes.  

• Sex refers to a person's biological status 
typically assigned at birth.  Sex is typically 
categorized as male, female or intersex. There 
are a number of indicators of biological sex, 
including sex chromosomes, gonads, internal 
reproductive organs and external genitalia.

Expand Your Understanding: 
Sex vs. Gender
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• A person’s assigned sex and gender 

identity may not align. 
• Gender identity refers to a person’s internal 

sense of being male, female, or something 
else. 

• Gender expression refers to the way a 
person communicates gender identity to 
others through behavior, clothing, hairstyles, 
voice and body characteristics. 

Sex versus Gender
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• What does Transgender mean?

• Umbrella term for persons whose 
gender identity, gender expression or 
behavior does not conform to that 
typically associated with the sex to 
which they were assigned at birth. 

Transgender
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• We need to understand our customers

• The traditional definition of “parents” and 
“family” has changed.  

• We will see same-sex couples raising 
children.  
• These non-bio parents may have rights 

and a duty to support these children. 

Why do you need to 
know all of this?
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• Because the law has changed.

• In 2015, the U.S. Supreme Court declared 
that all state laws excluding same sex 
marriage are invalid. 
• Obergefell v. Hodge, 135 S.Ct. 2584 (2015). 

• Case law in Oklahoma and other states 
gives parentage rights to non-bio parents 
who are acting as parents of a child.

Why are the definitions of 
“parents” and “family” changing?
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