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As-is process:  

Currently, there is a moratorium from the CSS Director to not pursue license revocation due to the 
economic climate caused by COVID-19. However, from 06/01/2020 to 10/31/2020, we can legally pursue 
revocation of driver’s license, professional, business, and occupational licenses.  We are not under any 
legal obligation to reinstate licenses at this time outside of the statutory requirements. Of course, 
considerations need to be made on a case-by-case basis regarding the economy and state’s attorney 
discretion.  

CSS should not pursue revocation of driver’s license, professional, business, and occupational licenses 
during 06/01/2020 to 10/31/2020 as the legislative intent, evidenced by the passage of HB1276, is to no 
longer have these remedies for non-payment of support. Also, the economic downturn due to COVID-19 
and the downturn of the oil and gas industry present a situation where many of our customers may find 
themselves in financial hardship.   

Next legislative session, CSS plans to pursue a legislative correction to be in line with our federal 
requirements for license revocation.  Until that time, we have remedies and actions available that allow us 
to continue to fulfill our mission in service to our customers.  

The below analysis is starting 11/1/2020.  

LICENSE REVOCATION STATUS DUE TO HB1276 
HB1276, effective 11/1/20, amended 43 OS § 139.1 removing driver’s license, professional, business, and 
occupational from the district court revocation process for failure to pay child support.  Recreational 
licenses including hunting and fishing and boat and vessel are still able to be revoked.  It revoked 47 OS § 
6-201.1, the DPS implementation statute for revocation driver licenses. It did not address the OAH license 
revocation process for any type of license in 56 OS § 237.7, § 240.15, § 240.16, § 240.17, § 240.19. 

Status Options for CSS Suggested Course 
of Action 

Reasoning  

Notice of Intent to 
Revoke (NOIR) filed and 
still pending  

• Can still pursue 
revocation of hunting 
and fishing license.  

• Could still pursue 
revocation of 
professional, 
business, and 
occupational licenses, 
under Title 56 OAH 
NOIRs, but shouldn’t.  

Complete NOIR action if 
office has confirmed that 
NCP has a hunting or 
fishing license to revoke.  
Otherwise, dismiss.  
 
Dismiss any pending 
NOIR for CP failure to 
appear for GT. 

Due to the passage of 
HB1276 it is the 
legislative intent that 
revocation of 
professional, business, 
occupational, and 
driver’s licenses not be 
an available remedy for 
non-payment of support. 
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• Cannot suspend 
driving privileges 

• Cannot revoke 
driver’s license for 
CP’s failure to appear 
for genetic testing 
(GT). Should not 
revoke professional, 
business, and 
occupational licenses. 
Cannot revoke 
hunting and fishing.  

Title 56 was not 
amended by this bill.  It 
states that we can 
revoke licenses and still 
defines all licenses as 
being able to be 
revoked. 
 
However, due to the 
current economic 
climate, CSS should 
refrain from attempting 
to revoke professional, 
business, and 
occupational licenses.   
 
The reason driver’s 
licenses are no longer 
available for revocation 
is because the 
underlying statute giving 
authority in Title 47 for 
DPS to revoke the 
driver’s license was 
revoked.  
 
HB 1276 removes the 
cause of action for CP’s 
failure to appear for GT. 
Therefore, this event 
would not trigger a 
revocation of a hunting 
or fishing license. 
 
Is it the appropriate time 
to have this fight with the 
legislature regarding our 
ability to revoke 
professional, business, 
and occupational 
licenses? Also, it would 
not be a great PR move 
to do this given the 
economy.   

Order Revocation 
already in place 

• Order remains in 
place as is.  

If an NCP requests 
reinstatement of driver, 

Statutes and 
amendments are not 
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Reinstatements 

• Any license that was 
previously revoked 
under a NOIR filed 
before 11/1/20 would 
remain a valid 
revocation as it was 
the law at the time.  

• Offices at state’s 
attorney discretion 
could have special 
project to review 
these cases for 
possible 
reinstatement.  

professional, business, 
and occupational 
licenses office should do 
so regardless of 
payment history. This 
should be done only 
upon an NCP request 
since the revocation was 
valid per the law at the 
time.  Reinstate 
regardless of if the NOIR 
was a Title 43 district 
court or Title 56 OAH 
court case per the 
reasoning in the 4th 
column. 
 
CSS offices could have 
a special project to 
review these cases and 
reinstate in appropriate 
cases.  

treated as retroactive 
unless it is expressed by 
the legislature to do so. 1 
 
Due to the passage of 
HB1276, it is the 
legislative intent that 
revocation of 
professional, business, 
occupational and driver’s 
licenses not be an 
available remedy for 
non-payment of support. 
 
Due to the economic 
climate CSS should 
reinstate driver’s, 
professional, business, 
and occupational 
licenses even when the 
NCP has not met the 
statutory requirement of 
paying 90 days of court 
ordered payment plan so 
as to remove a potential 
barrier to employment.  
 
 
 

Order of Probation • Cannot revoke 
driver’s license. 

• Should not revoke 
professional, 
business, and 

Allow order to expire or 
revoke hunting and 
fishing. 

Due to Title 47, § 6-
201.1 being revoked 
there is no longer 
authority to revoke a 
driver’s license for non-

                                                             
1 See Welch v. Armer, 1989 OK 117 quoted in Steidley v. Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. 2016 OK CIV APP 63: 

¶12 "The general rule in Oklahoma is that statutes, and amendments, are to be construed to operate only 
prospectively unless the Legislature clearly expresses a contrary intent." Welch v. Armer, 1989 OK 117, 
¶27, 776 P.2d 847. "If doubt exists, it must be resolved against a retroactive effect." Forest Oil Corp. v. 
Corp. Comm'n of Okla., 1990 OK 58, ¶11, 807 P.2d 774 (internal citations omitted). "However, remedial or 
procedural statutes which do not create, enlarge, diminish, or destroy vested rights may operate 
retrospectively and apply to pending actions or proceedings." Id. "A substantive change that alters the 
rights or obligations of a party cannot be viewed as solely a remedial or procedural change and cannot be 
retrospectively applied." Sudbury v. Deterding, 2001 OK 10, ¶19, 19 P.3d 856 (citing Welch, 1989 OK 117, 
¶¶27-28). "A purely procedural change is one that affects the remedy only, and not the right." Forest Oil 
Corp., 1990 OK 58, ¶11. Defendants argue that the OCPA is solely procedural in nature, and, thus, can 
apply retroactively to legal actions filed before the November 1, 2014 effective date. Unsurprisingly, 
Plaintiff argues that the OCPA affects substantive rights and cannot be applied retroactively. 

https://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/deliverdocument.asp?citeid=10604
https://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/deliverdocument.asp?citeid=10604
https://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/deliverdocument.asp?citeid=14854
https://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/deliverdocument.asp?citeid=14854
https://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/deliverdocument.asp?citeid=181702
https://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/deliverdocument.asp?citeid=181702
https://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/deliverdocument.asp?citeid=10604
https://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/deliverdocument.asp?citeid=14854
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occupational licenses. 
• Can revoke hunting 

and fishing.  

payment of support.  
CSS cannot do this 
when a person has not 
complied with probation.   
 
Is it the appropriate time 
to have this fight with the 
legislature regarding our 
ability to revoke 
professional, business, 
and occupational 
licenses? Also, it would 
not be a great PR move 
to do this given the 
economy. 

CP not appearing for GT • Cannot revoke 
driver’s license or 
hunting and fishing 
licenses.  

• Should not revoke 
professional, 
business, and 
occupational licenses.  

Not very many of these 
cases.  Should reinstate 
if we revoked any 
licenses.  

See above reasoning.  
Also, it is now the trend 
for CSS cooperation to 
not be dependent on 
other services.  This is a 
remedy that is for those 
cases, so CSS should 
reinstate.  

 

Volume of Reinstatement Orders 

CSS does not anticipate a rush of requests to reinstate.  However, should there be a high volume of 
requests to reinstate, the nature of the OAH does not allow for more than around 35 cases to be set on a 
docket per local district offices.  CSS will still be performing their other duties and some of that docket 
space will go to those court actions.  CSS and OAH have discussed this and agreed that we can control the 
flow of reinstatement orders sent to DPS by limiting the number of reinstatements per docket so to not 
overwhelm DPS.  

 

Below are some portions of Title 56 that are now in conflict with HB1267.  The green highlighted portions 
are those parts that have conflicting language, but could still arguably be allowed under Title 56.  The 
yellow portions struck through are those that are effectively revoked due to the revocation of Title 47 § 6-
201.1.  
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Title 56 O.S. §237.7    Conflicts with HB1267 

18. "License" means a license, certificate, registration, permit, approval, or other similar document issued 
by a licensing board granting to an individual a right or privilege to engage in a profession, occupation, 
business, or industry, or any recreational license or permit including, but not limited to, a hunting and 
fishing license or other authorization issued pursuant to the Oklahoma Wildlife Conservation Code and 
certificates of Title for vessels and motors and other licenses or registrations issued pursuant to the 
Oklahoma Vessel and Motor Registration Act or a driver license or other permit issued pursuant to Title 
47 of the Oklahoma Statutes; 

 

Title 56 O.S. §240.15    Conflicts with HB1267 

A. 1. Except as otherwise provided by this section, the Department of Human Services, the "Department", 
is authorized to initiate proceedings for the suspension or revocation of a license and driving privileges or 
placement of an obligor on probation who is not in compliance with an order for support. 

2. The Department of Human Services, Office of Administrative Hearings: Child Support, the "OAH", is 
authorized to order the suspension or revocation of a license, or placement of the obligor who is in 
noncompliance with an order for support on probation.(GM note: hunting and fishing license are not in 
conflict with HB1267 but revocation of occupational licenses is)  Additionally, the OAH is authorized 
pursuant to Section 6-201.1 of Title 47 of the Oklahoma Statutes to order the suspension or revocation of 
a driver license or driving privileges of an obligor who is in noncompliance with an order for support.  

3. If the obligor is a licensed attorney, the Department may report the matter to the State Bar Association 
to suspend or revoke the professional license of the obligor or other appropriate action in accordance with 
the rules of professional conduct and disciplinary proceedings. 

4. The remedy under this section is in addition to any other enforcement remedy available to the 
Department. 

B. 1. Whenever the Department of Human Services determines that an obligor may be in noncompliance 
with an order for support, before proceeding with suspension, revocation, nonissuance or nonrenewal of a 
license of an obligor or placing the obligor on probation, the Department of Human Services shall issue a 
notice of intent of suspension, revocation, nonissuance, or nonrenewal of the license of the obligor or 
placing the obligor on probation. 

2. The notice shall be served upon the obligor pursuant to Section 2005 of Title 12 of the Oklahoma 
Statutes; or, if there is an address of record, the notice provided in this section may be served by regular 
mail to the address of record on file with the central case registry as provided for in Section 112A of Title 
43 of the Oklahoma Statutes. 

3. The notice shall state that the obligor's license will be suspended or revoked or the obligor placed on 
probation twenty (20) days after service unless within that time the obligor: 

a. pays the entire past-due support as stated in the notice, or enters into a payment plan approved by the 
Department, 
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b. obtains and maintains health insurance coverage as required by an order of support, 

c. complies with all subpoenas and orders relating to paternity or child support proceedings, and  

d. complies with all orders to submit to genetic testing to determine paternity. 

C. A written request for a hearing may be made within twenty (20) days after the date of service of the 
notice. 

D. Upon receipt of a request for hearing from an obligor, the Department shall schedule a hearing for the 
purpose of determining if suspension or revocation of the obligor's license, or probation, is appropriate. 

E. At a hearing under this section, the OAH shall determine whether the obligor is in noncompliance with 
an order for support and whether suspension or revocation of a license, or probation, is appropriate. 

1. If the obligor enters into a payment plan for the past due support and is complying with the order for 
support, the OAH may order probation pursuant to Section 240.16 of this title. 

2. If the OAH determines the obligor is in noncompliance with an order for support and has not entered 
into a payment plan for past due support, the OAH shall issue an order for suspension or revocation of 
the obligor’s licenses and driving privileges. 

F. If an obligor fails to respond to a notice issued under this section, fails to request a timely hearing, or 
fails to appear at a scheduled hearing, the obligor’s defenses, objections or request for a payment plan 
shall be considered without merit and the OAH shall enter an order of suspension, revocation, 
nonissuance or nonrenewal of a license to the licensing board and to the obligor. If the OAH orders 
probation, the appropriate licensing board shall not be notified and no action is required of that board. 

G. The determinations of the OAH pursuant to this section are a final agency decision and are subject to 
judicial review pursuant to Section 240.3 of this title. Judicial review shall be confined to the record of the 
administrative proceedings. 

H. A determination made by the OAH pursuant to this section is independent of any proceeding of the 
licensing board to suspend, revoke, deny, terminate, or renew a license. 

I. The OAH has the authority to order the suspension or revocation of a license and driving privileges or 
the placement of an obligor on probation without any action by the licensing board. The licensing board 
shall, upon receipt of an order issued by the OAH, revoke, suspend, or refuse to renew or reissue the 
license and driving privileges of the named individual. 

J. For purposes of this section and Sections 240.16 through 240.21 of this title and Section 6-201.1 of 
Title 47 of the Oklahoma Statutes, the term "noncompliance with an order for support" means that the 
obligor has failed to make child support payments required by a child support order in an amount equal to 
the child support payable for at least ninety (90) days, has failed to make full payments pursuant to a 
court-ordered payment plan for at least ninety (90) days, has failed to obtain or maintain health insurance 
coverage for at least ninety (90) days as required by a support order, has failed to comply with subpoenas 
or orders relating to paternity or child support proceedings, or has failed to comply with an order to submit 
to genetic testing to determine paternity. 
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K. The provisions of this section may be used to suspend, revoke, not issue or not renew the licenses of 
the custodian of a child who fails to comply with an order to submit to genetic testing to determine 
paternity. 

 

Title 56 O.S. §240.16    Conflicts with HB1267 

When the obligor enters into a court-ordered payment plan to repay any past due support pursuant to 
Section 240.15 of this title and provides proof to the court that the obligor is complying with all other 
provisions of the order for support, the OAH may place the obligor on probation. Probation will allow the 
obligor to practice or continue to practice his or her profession, occupation or business or to operate a 
motor vehicle. Probation shall be conditioned upon full compliance with the order. If the OAH grants 
probation, the period shall not exceed three (3) years, and the terms of probation shall provide for 
automatic suspension of the license if the obligor does not fully comply with the order. 

 

Title 56 O.S. §240.17    Conflicts with HB1267 

 
A. When the Department of Human Services determines that all support due is paid in full and the obligor 
has complied with all other provisions of the support order, it shall notify the Department of Human 
Services, Office of Administrative Hearings: Child Support, the "OAH", and the OAH shall terminate the 
order of suspension or revocation of the license or the order of probation without the necessity of a 
hearing. 

B. An obligor who is in noncompliance with an order for support may request in writing that the obligor’s 
licenses be reinstated. The Department shall conduct a review and request the OAH to reinstate the 
obligor’s licenses and place on probation pursuant to Section 240.16 of this title if the obligor has:  

1. Paid the current child support and the monthly arrearage payments each month for the current month 
and two months immediately preceding, or paid an amount equivalent to three months of child support 
and arrearage payments which satisfies the current child support and monthly arrearage payments for the 
current month and two months immediately preceding;  

2. Disclosed all information regarding health insurance availability and obtained and maintained health 
insurance coverage required by an order for support;  

3. Complied with all subpoenas and orders relating to paternity or child support proceedings;  

4. Complied with all orders to submit to genetic testing to determine paternity; and  

5. Disclosed all employment and address information.  

C. An obligor whose written request for reinstatement has been denied by the Department may request a 
hearing before the OAH. If the OAH determines the requirements of subsection B of this section have 
been met, the OAH may reinstate the obligor’s licenses. If the OAH reinstates the obligor’s licenses, the 
OAH shall order probation pursuant to Section 240.16 of this title.  
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D. If the obligor fails to comply with the order of probation after the obligor’s licenses have been reinstated 
pursuant to subsection B or C of this section, the obligor’s licenses may again be suspended, revoked, 
not issued or not renewed. The Department may refuse to request the OAH to reinstate the obligor’s 
licenses unless the obligor makes additional payments in an amount determined by the Department to be 
sufficient to ensure future compliance and the obligor complies with other terms set by the Department.  

E. The Department shall send a copy of the order reinstating the licenses to the licensing board, the 
obligor and the custodian.  

F. Entry of an order to reinstate the obligor’s licenses pursuant to this section does not limit the ability of 
the OAH to issue a new order of suspension or revocation of the license of the same obligor or to place 
the obligor on probation in the event of another delinquency or failure to comply with an order for support. 

 

 

Title 56 O.S. §240.19    Conflicts with HB1267 

A. Upon receipt of an administrative order issued by the OAH to suspend or revoke the license of an 
obligor, the licensing board shall implement the order by: 

1. Determining if it has issued a license or has received an application for issuance or renewal of a 
license to the person whose name appears on the order; 

2. Notifying the obligor of the suspension or revocation; 

3. Demanding the license, if required; 

4. Entering the suspension or revocation on the appropriate records; and 

5. Reporting the suspension, revocation, or probation, as appropriate. 

B. An order, issued by the OAH, directing the licensing board to suspend or revoke a license shall be 
processed and implemented by the licensing board without any additional review or hearing, and shall 
continue until the OAH, the district court, or the appellate court advises the licensing board by order that 
the suspension or revocation is terminated. 

C. The licensing board shall have no jurisdiction to modify, remand, reverse, vacate, or stay the order of 
the Department for the suspension or revocation of a license. 

D. In the event of suspension or revocation of a license, any funds paid by the obligor to the licensing 
board for costs related to issuance, renewal, or maintenance of a license shall not be refunded to the 
obligor. 

E. The licensing board is exempt from liability to the obligor for activities conducted in compliance with 
this section. 

 

 




